Was Smilodonliving socially near Rancho la Brea?
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Percentage of individuals attending playbacks of prey distress calls in present day Africa
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Comparison with Smilodonsocial 

SmilodonsocialComparison with Smilodonsolitary

Carbone et al(2008) have taken an ingenious approach to the question of whether Smilodonwas social or solitary at Rancho la Brea. They gathered data (top) on the percentage of carnivores attracted to prey distress calls at 2 National Parks in Africa (black & white –grey is average) and compared this to the typical densities (hatched bars) for the same size/social classes. They then compared (left) the average (grey) to the mean percentage of carnivores at Rancho la Brea (black). The match is much better is Smilodonis placed in the social than in the solitary group. The occurrence of juveniles at the site also goes with sociality in lions, dire wolves, coyotes –and Smilodon.
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